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To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     -The Mid-South Tribune-

Animal Wellness Action’s lobbying achieves major wins  
for horses thanks to support of Horse Nation’s readers 

Email sports news to MSTsports@prodigy.net

By Marty Irby 
 
The workings of the 117th Con-
gress have been discombobu-
lated by real world 
circumstances, most notably by 
the violence of January 6, 2021, 
and the persistence and varia-
tions in the COVID-19 virus. But 
like “death and taxes,” there’s 
one thing that both humans and 
horses alike can count on: Con-
gressional appropriations, the an-
nual spending bills required to be 

 Bon Jovi guitarist Richie Sambora and Marty Irby discuss 
horse slaughter and other welfare issues in horse racing 
during the 2017 Breeders’ Cup at Del Mar in San Diego, 
California. (Photo by Animal Wellness Action).

The artificial big lick Tennessee Walking Horse gait is an issue the Horse Protection Act 
enforcement funding will crackdown against. (Photo by Bradley Dick).

 By Senior Chief Petty 
 Officer James Thorson,  
Navy Office of Community 

 Outreach 
 

SAN DIEGO - Ensign DeAngelo 
McCray, a native of Memphis, 
Tennessee, serves the U.S. Navy 
at  Assault Craft Unit Five (ACU-
5) operating out of San Diego, 
California. 
 McCray joined the Navy 15 
years ago. Today, McCray serves 
as a deck surface limited duty of-
ficer. 
 “I joined the Navy to expand my 
opportunities in life and to help 
everyone,” said McCray. 
 Growing up in Memphis, 
McCray attended Millington 
Central High School and gradu-
ated in 2007. Today, McCray 
uses the same skills and values 
learned in Memphis to succeed in 
the military. 
 “I learned to work hard, net-
work, be responsible, plan, man-
age my time and utilize the hours 

enacted each year in some form 
to continue funding the federal 
government. Numerous pro-
grams are included that provide 
us with an opportunity to benefit 
equine welfare and the horses we 
all care so deeply about. 
For the first time in some years, 
the Congress passed a new “om-
nibus” appropriations bill this 
month to fund the federal gov-
ernment for Fiscal Year 2022, not 
just renewing and slightly tweak-
ing the prior year’s offering. 
 Each year, Animal Wellness Ac-
tion (AWA) works from office to 
office—all 535 of them in Con-
gress—to submit requests to ap-
propriators for the provisions and 
funding we’re advocating for. In 
many instances, appropriators 
automatically adopted the pro-
visions we support, and in some 
instances, we had to work dili-
gently in a relentless pursuit to 
pass committee and floor amend-
ments to secure more obscure or 
controversial funding from Con-
gress. 
 
With the enactment of the omni-
bus in the past week and the pro-
visions now signed into law, 

we’ve provided a breakdown of 
the provisions we’ve lobbied 
hard to secure. 
 
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
(USDA): 
 
Language to maintain the de 
facto ban on horse slaughter 
through defunding the inspection 
of horse slaughter plants has now 
become an automatic, with both 
the House and Senate bills con-
taining the defund language that 
keeps horse meat off the table. 
We worked for many years em-
battled in controversy on this 
issue, but the tide has turned in 
the past year due to our work 
with equine industry groups like 
The Jockey Club, The Breeders’ 
Cup, Team Valor, the New York 
Racing Association, The Stro-
nach Group, the National Thor-
oughbred Racing Association, 
West Point Thoroughbreds, 
Crawford Farms, the U.S. Har-

For the first time in some 
years, the Congress passed a 
new “omnibus” appropria-
tions bill this month to fund 
the federal government for 
Fiscal Year 2022, not just re-
newing and slightly tweaking 
the prior year’s offering. 

ness Racing Alumni Association, 
and others taking firm positions 
against the slaughter of our 
iconic American equines. We 
give thanks to Staci and Arthur 
Hancock of Stone Farm for their 
decades of leadership in pressing 
the horse racing industry to sup-
port efforts to end horse  slaugh-
ter. 
  The final FY22 spending pack-
age also provides $3 million for 
the Pet and Women Safety 
(PAWS) Act’s shelter program, 
which directs the Secretary of 
Agriculture to continue coordi-
nating with other federal 
agencies to efficiently implement 
the grant program for providing 
emergency and transitional 
shelter options for domestic vio-
lence survivors with companion 
animals, that provides some re-
lief for victims with equines as 
well. 
And as always, AWA has made 
funding for enforcement of the 
Horse Protection Act (HPA)to 
end soring a very high priority 
and worked with leaders in the 
Tennessee Walking Horse breed 
to secure just over $3 million in 
HPA funding for FY 2022. That’s 
a record-breaking amount of 
funding that had never been 
above $705,000 annually until 
AWA started pressing for more 
funding when we opened shop in 
2018, and well above the $2 mil-
lion provided for in 2021 and $1 
million provided for in 2020, a 
steady increase each year. Also 
secured: $300,000 allocated for 
USDA to “begin utilizing swab-
bing for prohibited substances 
and other science-based inspec-
tion methods, radiology, and 
other objective measures as part 
of its horse soring inspection 
protocol,” a request made by 

Please see sports page 4

Memphis native Ensign DeAngelo McCray serves the U.S. Navy 
at Assault Craft Unit Five operating out of San Diego, CA

in the day,” said McCray. 
 These lessons have helped 
McCray while serving in the 
Navy. 
 Located on a Marine Corps 
base, ACU-5 is a self-sustained 
command established in 1983 
and encompasses 34 buildings 
across shore and sea-components 
including a control tower, eight 
hangars, a 100,000-gallon fuel 
storage-and-supply facility, a 
HAZMAT storage and collection 
center and a 50-acre flight apron. 
ACU-5 is composed of over 600 
Sailors and 30 Civilians that 
train, maintain, repair and oper-
ate the 32 Navy hovercraft, 

Landing Craft Air Cushion 
(LCAC). 
 The Landing Craft Air Cushion 
(LCAC) is a high-speed, over-
the-beach fully amphibious land-
ing craft, capable of carrying up 
to a 75-ton payload. It is used to 
transport the weapons systems, 
equipment, cargo and personnel 
from ship to shore and across the 
beach. LCAC can carry heavy 
payloads, such as an M-1 tank, at 
high speeds. The air cushion tech-
nology allows this vehicle to 
reach more than 70 percent of the 
world's coastline, while only 
about 15 percent of that coastline 
is accessible by conventional 
landing craft. 
 Serving in the Navy means 
McCray is part of a world that is 
taking on new importance in 
America’s focus on rebuilding 
military readiness, strengthening 
alliances and reforming business 
practices in support of the Na-
tional Defense Strategy. 
 “The Navy contributes to na-

tional security because we al-
ways have assets protecting the 
air, land and sea,” said McCray. 
 With more than 90 percent of all 
trade traveling by sea, and 95 
percent of the world’s inter-
national phone and internet traf-
fic carried through fiber optic 
cables lying on the ocean floor, 

Navy officials continue to em-
phasize that the prosperity and 
security of the United States is 
directly linked to a strong and 
ready Navy. 

“I am proud to have earned a 
promotion to the commis-
sioned officer ranks and to 
chief petty officer, because I 
learned how to be slow to 
speak and quick to listen,” 
said McCray.

 McCray and the sailors they 
serve with have many opportuni-
ties to achieve accomplishments 
during their military service. 
 “I am proud to have earned a 
promotion to the commissioned 
officer ranks and to chief petty 
officer, because I learned how to 
be slow to speak and quick to 
listen,” said McCray. 
 As McCray and other sailors 
continue to train and perform 
missions, they take pride in serv-
ing their country in the United 
States Navy. 
 “Serving in the Navy to me 
means being all in and fully com-
mitted 24/7, ready to say yes and 
take on all tasks; and being proud 
of it,” added McCray. “My wife 
and I do this together and I have 
her full support.” 

  
Let’s remember to 

honor the patriotism  
of our Vietnam Vets!


